During the winter and spring of 2006, Denmark and Scandinavia faced its most serious crisis since World War II. The conflict started as a Danish newspaper published a number of cartoons, some of which portrayed the prophet Muhammad. After the Danish government rejected their requests to censor the media, Danish Islamists distributed these pictures to some senior political and religious figures in the Middle East and requested their support against Denmark. To these pictures, they added a number of more offensive images, never published in any Danish newspaper in order to infuriate Muslims around the world. Muslim clerics, assisted by the governments of Saudi Arabia, Syria and Iran caused the region to explode in protest and violent riots, in which 44 people were killed. Danish products were boycotted across the Muslim world; Scandinavian embassies were attacked and set ablaze in Syria, Iran, Lebanon and Indonesia. Islamists promised substantial rewards for anyone who would murder Danish and Norwegian peacekeepers, and Scandinavian UN forces were attacked in Palestine and Afghanistan. The Scandinavian countries and the EU are struggling to find a way to address the issue of radical Islam within their societies, and how to defend liberal democratic values from attacks from its enemies. This process may lead to a redefinition of values, a shift from multiculturalism to an embrace of the democratic western values upon which the European states are based. 
press and democracy themselves. 10 The Prime Minister's office explained that in Denmark the government is not responsible for what independent provincial newspapers publish, and communicated that protests needs to be addressed to Jyllands-Posten, not to the Prime Minister. On October 17, shortly after their publication in Denmark, six of the cartoons were re-published in the Egyptian oppositional paper al-Fagr. There were no protests on the streets of Egypt.
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It seems as if the foreign minister of Egypt, Ahmed Aboul-Gheit has been the coordinating figure, pushing this issue from the beginning of October. This appears to have served a dual purpose: it helped to ease pressure from the EU, which has been demanding the Egyptian government implement a number of legal and political reforms.
It also enabled him to show the people that the Egyptian government were just as good at "This country has its own language. It has a constitutional and monarchic system of government. The country consists of a number of islands, its capital is Copenhagen, it has a population of five million and most of them are Protestants. Although they claim allegiance to Christianity, secularisation has gained the upper hand, so even if you were to refer to them as infidels you would not be wrong. (…) One of the issues is an atmosphere that fuels a growing racism, which has gained strength of expression since the events of 9/11. And it (the racism) has many different guises, the common denominator being the disparaging reference to Islam. Norwegian peace keepers were forced to use tear gas and rubber bullets. • Will the Danish government make a movie about the Prophet Muhammad? The Danish government has no such plans.
• Does religious freedom exist in Denmark? Yes. The Danish constitution explicitly states that there is religious freedom in Denmark. Denmark houses a considerable number of religious congregations, among them Islam, and they all enjoy full freedom to religious worship.
• Is it correct that the Koran will be burned in Denmark? With reference to the rumours of burning the Koran circulated (sic) on SMS, the Danish Police has warned that participation in demonstrations, where such acts take place, can be criminal and led (sic) to a prison sentence. Our presence in the region has given us an insight into your culture and values about Islam. This understanding has, over many years, enabled us to supply high quality products which meet your preferences. Through your confidence in our products, we have succeeded in building up brands such as Lurpak, Puck, The Three Cows and Dano. Therefore, we understand and respect your reactions that have led to a boycott of our products following the Danish newspaper's irresponsible and unfortunate action.
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In Denmark, Arla's campaign was immediately condemned by the leader of the governing liberal Ventre party as "a spineless submission to angry Muslims," while Pia Kjaersgaard stated: "Arla says it understands the boycott. We ought neither to understand, nor accept it." 59 In Sweden, which was not actively involved in the conflict, a scandal forced the foreign minister to resign. In January, a Swedish right-wing nationalist party attempted to capitalize on the situation by announcing their own Muhammad cartoon competition in their online journal. After the Swedish secret police got specific threats from "credible sources" that such a publication would endanger Swedish interests, the Foreign Minister authorized the closing of the internet site without consulting the Prime
Minister. In the scandal that followed -this was the first case of implicit government 61 By multiculturalism I mean a system of political strategies to maintain a culturally and ethnically diverse society; a doctrine which, broadly speaking, strives to maintain diversity by encouraging the identification of its members with the culture of their ancestors rather than actively encouraging integration and assimilation. This multiculturalism, broadly speaking, has been identified by Hall as pluralist multiculturalism, as system which "formally enfranchises the differences between groups along cultural lines and accords different groups rights to different communities with a more … communitarian political order." S. leading an international campaign against the Ontario Arbitration Act said it laid bare the greatest flaw of multiculturalism, which she described as "ghettoism." 67 Recent opinion polls show a fall in public support for multiculturalism also in Canada. 68 More and more often it is claimed that the pre-condition for integration is a common set of values. I am not so sure. In any case I am not so sure of what is meant by common values. If by values you mean praxis, which find expressions within the legal norms and rules of a democratic society, then the values are already established. It is then only about implementing the most basic principles of the civil society: everybody's equality before the law. Citizens whose values allow them to break the law is a matter for the police and courts -not a cultural problem. But what is meant by common values here is something different, something going beyond the law and legal precedent, something that ultimately says define the very community, but nevertheless is not shared by everybody in the multi-cultural society. What the society subsequently then is said to require is that we set up "demands" on citizens who insist on having values opposed to those of the common set of values but are not necessarily against the law. But what demands can we have on citizens with "wrong" values beyond those that the law demands from us all? And what happens to the principle of everybody's equality before the law if we, like in Denmark and the Netherlands, nevertheless start to make such demands? And who are "we," by the way? ... [W] e are all multiculturalists now and we do not have any better alternatives. proposed a "contract of welcome and integration" with new immigrants, in which they would have to receive education in democracy and take a test for immigrants to France, in which they will be asked to confirm their allegiance to democracy and human rights. 84 The Scandinavian countries, which have a different tradition than France, have attempted a "softer" approach. It is also a contradictory policy. In 2003 when students at the Burgården High School in Gothenburg, Sweden started coming to school in complete burqa of the same design as those imposed on Afghan women by the Talibans, covering the entire body while their eyes were covered behind a veil, the Swedish School Authority agreed that banning burqas is in accordance with Swedish law and the pedagogical mandate of the school. The Swedish School Authority established that "Attitudes in regards to whether the wearing of burqa or other all-covering clothing has a religious connotation or whether it is merely an expression of culture differ. The predominant opinions among historians of religion and the discrimination ombudsman (DO) seem to support the notion that the wearing of all-covering gears would be of religious importance are not supported by religious documents. However, it has not been established whether the wearing of burqa is a manifestation of religion or not. There are those who claim that our definition of religion requires that it is up to the individual to determine what his or her religion means.
Freedom of religion has a positive and a negative side. Positive freedom of religion means the right to have and manifest certain religious views. The negative side is the right not to have and not having to be subjected to religious manifestations. Despite the fact that clothing normally is something that is decided by the individual, clothing that has religious connotations is something that does not fall within the private sphere, given other peoples' desire not to be subjected to this religious manifestation. If it was the case that the girls were wearing burqa for religious reasons we would be confronted with the question on where to draw the line between the positive right to demonstrate one's religion and the negative aspect of religious freedom of having the right of not being subjected to religious manifestations. The precedence from the European Court has shown that the negative aspect of freedom of religion has been given much weight. However, precedent is limited. (Tidskrift for Rettsvitenskap 3-5/2002, professor Reinhold Fahlbeck, University of Lund) (…) It can not be considered a right to use the school as a vehicle for religious manifestations or for very specific expressions of culture. In terms of expression of religion, school ought to be a neutral space. If burqa is a religious manifestation, the discussion of whether burqa should be allowed or not ought to be subordinated the consideration of the pedagogical mandate of the school. Thus, a school leadership do have both the right and the duty to step in and prevent expressions of religion or specific manifestations of culture, which may disturb the order. They also have the right to do so if these expressions impact the security of the school or if the school would be prevented from fulfilling its pedagogical mandate. If these expressions are otherwise perceived to stand in opposition to fundamental democratic values, the school's freedom of action and duty to act is limited to the realm of what can be described as education of, and dialogue about values, equality, and democracy. We would not recommend a prohibition, not accompanied by such educational activities. Why do the girls want to wear burqa and how does their surrounding see this? It is important that nobody is denied education or left out of society. Immigrants who fail to do so would face expulsion. Sarkozy also declared that France will be selective in who will be let in to the country:
We no longer want immigration that is inflicted [on us]… We want selected immigration. The system of integration to the French way no longer works. … In case of a woman kept hostage in her home without learning French, the whole family will be obliged to leave. Colonialism and neo-colonialism have changed their guise and been internalized. The internal colonialism is multi-facetted segregation, which defines as good every western society today. ... Jyllands-Posten's cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad are thus no coincidence. The symbolic violence against Muslims has been intensified in a number of European countries. During the past few years Denmark has conducted a racist policy and deepened the wedge between "us" and "them."... The roots of the conflict are to be found in a long history of oppression, racism, western violence, broken promises and exploitation. 88 Given a widely perceived cultural division between immigrants and native Europeans, the question is whether a super-national, non-ethnic secular identity, which is nevertheless European, will be able to compete effectively with the national or ethnic Does the so-called "cartoon war" represent the clash of civilizations? I wish I could answer "yes", but I can't. In order for there to be a clash of civilizations, it is necessary for there to be two civilizations, both of which are prepared to defend their deepest cultural values. ... The behavior of the Danish government does not suggest that we are in the midst of a clash of civilizations, but, rather, that we are watching a civilization that has lost its sense of purpose capitulating before a civilization that continues to believe, and believe fanatically, in its own mission. A civilization that no longer believes in itself, and in its values and traditions, is no longer in a position to defend itself from the onslaught of a civilization that does. It is only in a position to appease. of Denmark has changed, and it is becoming clear that this is not a debate between "them" and "us", but between those committed to democracy in Denmark and those who are not. 94 It is not the historian's role to make projections for the future. However, there are reasons to believe that the development in Europe is one away from multiculturalism and reaffirmation of liberal democratic values and the principles of separation of religion and politics. The challenge to liberal democracy by forces fundamentally opposed to it has forced the governments of Europe to re-affirm their adherence to democratic principles, retreating from multiculturalism. 95 As the editor of the largest Swedish morning paper After having overcome fascism, Nazism, and Stalinism, the world now faces a new global threat: Islamism. ... Islamism is a reactionary ideology, which kills equality, freedom and secularism wherever it is present. Its success can only lead to a world of domination: man's domination of woman, the Islamists' domination over all the others. ... We reject "cultural relativism", which consists in accepting that men and women of Muslim countries should be deprived of their rights to equality, freedom and secular values in the name of respect for culture and traditions. We refuse to renounce our critical spirit out if fear of being accused of "Islamophobia", an unfortunate concept which confuses criticism of Islam as a religion with stigmatization of its believers.
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Among the signatories were Salman Rushdie, Taslima Nasreen and Ayaan Hirsi Ali, all living under constant death threats, as well as Bernard-Henri Levy and Irshad Manji. They made their point very clear: the problem is not too much freedom of expression of Denmark, the problem is fanaticism and intolerance from a global antidemocratic movement, which feeds off the lack of democratic rights in the countries were the worst excesses of anti-Danish manifestations have taken place. 103 It is the absence of an open discussion of religion in these dictatorships that is the root cause of these problems, not the discussion of these problems in the west.
To the peoples of Scandinavia, it was a shock to suddenly be singled out as an object of scorn and hatred. For the longest time, there has been the feeling that their crossed flags symbolized democracy, dialogue and faith in the international community. Poorly constructed immigration and integration policies has in many cases led to alienated and fractured societies, where many people increasingly perceive a lack of
values. An increasing number of policymakers and EU citizens hold multicultural policies responsible for this development, leading to an across-the-board retreat from unpopular and counterproductive multicultural policies. The cartoon controversy did not create European dissatisfaction with multiculturalism, but forced a debate long overdue. 106 One high profile case which got much media attention in Sweden and abroad was the "honor killing" of 26-year-old Fatime Sahidal in Uppsala, Sweden, by her father after she dated an ethnic Swede. Sahindal had been repeatedly abused by her brother and father and had lived under death threat for a number of years before her father murdered her. Already in 1998 did she approach leading Swedish feminists and politicians, publicly criticized them for their reluctance to speak out against patriarchal oppression against immigrant women in Sweden. She became widely known in Scandinavia when she appeared in the Riksdag, the Swedish parliament and spoke about her and many other Muslim immigrant women's plight. This is a debate of the greatest importance for the EU, and can no longer be avoided. In fact, it is intimately connected with the European project, and a satisfactorily solution is necessary in order for the stalled constitution project to be resumed, as these are issues, the solution of which will determine the very nature of the future European societies.
Liberal democracy needs to be the basis for the European Union and its member states. A gradual straying away from these principles has strengthened the enemies of liberal 
